January 2022

Newsletter
Headteacher's Message:
Dear Parents / Carers
Welcome back and a very Happy New Year to you all! I hope you’ve all had a lovely restful
Christmas break with family.
We’ve started this term with staff receiving training around using our Commando
Joe’s resource (sponsored by the DfE), which was ‘mysteriously parachuted’ onto our
playground the day the children returned. The key aims of this resource is to:




strengthen character traits, including resilience and empathy
improve collaboration / understanding of the roles of an effective team
develop creative and critical thinking skills

We are all excited to see how we can use this to support our 6Cs curriculum!
Our Voice 21 (Oracy) school leaders have planned in some training for our staff, which begins
this term. We are really looking forward to developing our work on vocabulary and Oracy with
the National Charity to further strengthen our focus on building children’s confidence and
understanding of vocabulary to improve their Literacy, as children’s understanding of language
is key to their future academic success!
How you can help at home
To support your children’s vocabulary at home you can:
Have ‘back and forth’ conversations with them – research link: 'Back-and-forth' conversations
with young kids may aid brain development | Reuters
 Encourage and support your children to talk in sentences, support their understanding of
instructions and how they can put their thoughts into words to tell someone what has happened


Expose your children to a range of reading books and read/discuss the texts with them



Expose your children to a range of vocabulary

To help with accessing a range of reading materials, please remember you can access many
age appropriate fiction and non-fiction texts on MyOn with your children’s log in, as well as the
reading book they currently have from school.
Yours faithfully
R McLay
Headteacher

LEGO League Club
For the past few months, a group of Year 5 students at Longthorpe Primary School have
been taking part in the First Lego League competition. This involved working together to
develop and present an initiative which will encourage a more efficient way to transport
cargo around the world. It also involved building and programming a robot to interact with
cargo prototypes.
The children worked extremely hard and were delighted to win the Core Values trophy. This
trophy was awarded to the team who displayed extraordinary enthusiasm and spirit, knew
they could accomplish more together than they could as individuals, and always showed
each other and fellow teams respect.
Not only did they win this trophy, they also won the overall competition! This means
that they will be attending the national finals in February. What an achievement!
We’re going to nationals!
Go Team Longthorpe!

Year 5
Charlie and Isabel have put together some information on School Education Apps we use in
school.





Doodle maths!
Bedrock vocabulary!
Times table rock stars!
MYon!

Doodle maths
“This app gives you maths questions based off you’re a ability and
your needs so you will never find this app too easy or too hard. You
get doodle stars for completing lessons and if you have over 50
doodle stars, then you are able to customise your robot, play fun
games and your teacher will get a notifications.
If you are struggling,it offers help and if you are still struggling you
can give it ago later. You get badges
for achieving Doodle stars and
logging on regularly which is
amazing!”
Quotes:
“I think doodle maths is a very good
programme because it can adapt to
every student’s needs”-Charlotte
“I like the customisation”-Ali

Times table rockstars!

“This app helps you learn your times tables in
a fun way with many different game modes for
different features
Sound check: you have 25 questions and 6 seconds to answer
each one.
Studio: you play 10 games then the game calculates your
average speed giving you a rock status that everyone can see.
Garage: you have a set amount of time to answer as many
questions as possible.
Jamming: answer all the questions at your own pace.
Rock-slam: challenge other rockstars in you school to a epic
times table battle.
Arena: play up against your class mates.
Festival: play against the world”.
Quotes:
“It’s good because it shows how hard you work by giving you a
rock status”-James
It’s good because it helps with your times tables- Aqsa

Year 5
MYon
On this app you have a choice to read many books or
it can read to you. If you cant finish it in one section it
saves your progress making it easy to finish the next
day. It also suggest books you may like based off of
what you are reading.
Quotes:
“It’s amazing how all the books are free”-Ted
“It’s nice how you can just listen to them if you want”James

Bedrock
It’s one of the best apps we use because it teaches you
amazing vocabulary based on your own needs. It gives
extracts from brilliant books that teach you new things. It
gives definitions that you need then quizzes you on the
words earning you points for correct answers which can earn
you laptops and gift voucher.

Quotes:
“It’s amazing how much it expands your vocabulary and
helps in lessons”-Zahra
“It’s good because it helps with your reading
comprehension”- muniba

Year 5 Book review by Nicola Jak

Harry Potter and the Prison of Azkaban

Year 6
Well done to Year 6 pupils, your books were very well received by the patients in
the City Hospital.

Term Dates:
AUTUMN TERM 2021
Opens

Monday 6th September

Half Term

Friday 22nd October - Friday 29th October
(Inclusive)

Ends

Friday 17th December (Finish 1pm)

SPRING TERM 2022
Opens

Wednesday 5th January

Half Term

Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February

Ends

Friday 1st April (Finish 1pm)

SUMMER TERM 2022
Opens

Tuesday 19th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 2nd May

Half Term

Friday 27th May - Friday 3rd June (Inclusive)

Ends

Thursday 21st July (Finish 1pm) (Please note
this is a change to the previously published
dates)

Other Dates for your Diary:


Reception– Raptor Foundation Visit– Wednesday 26th January 2022



Year 6 Museum Trip Friday 4th February 2022
Contact Details
Do we have all the most up to date contact details for yourself. Have you recently
moved/ changed phone number or email address. If you have please email us with the
correct information.
office@longthorpe.peterborough.sch.uk

