
Philosophy for Children (P4C) 
Concepts, Knowledge and Skills 

Intent:  
At Longthorpe, children will be taught to think philosophically and to learn how to create their own philosophical questions. Philosophical dialogue provides a rich source 
of ideas and language for articulation, listening and turn-taking. Children learn the language of debate and gain valuable practice in making connections between 
statements, as well as between their own thoughts and the thinking of others. Children can recognise deep questions and explore these in a philosophical enquiry, 
offering suggestions. Children are active listeners and respect each other. They make links between key concepts, such as; love, growing up, friendship, bullying, fairness, 
revenge, power, death, anger, consciousness, fairness, truth etc.  
 
It is well documented that P4C has a positive impact on children's cognitive, social and emotional development and raises standards of attainment and achievement 
across the curriculum and beyond. P4C enables children to think and communicate well; to develop into effective, critical and creative thinkers and to take responsibility 
for their own learning in a collaborative environment. Through P4C,  children develop the basic skills and dispositions that will enable them to contribute to a diverse 
society and to learn to be more thoughtful by basing their decisions and actions on reasons. P4C develops higher levels of self-esteem, greater independence and 
improved behaviour through the development of caring attitudes towards peers and to boost intellectual confidence. Children develop a greater understanding of how 
their thoughts, ideas and personal beliefs equate to those of the community and wider society.  
 
Implementation: 
 
Philosophy for Children (P4C) is intended to be a fortnightly, hour-long session, alongside the incorporation of philosophical questions in all areas of the curriculum. 
Examples of such areas of the curriculum at Longthorpe include Citizenship, British values, Art, debate (Literacy), classics (Latin in KS2), History (Greek).  Where possible, 
P4C is used to deliver the Citizenship, PSHCE & SEAL elements of the curriculum and careful planning is used to make explicit links. 
 
P4C sessions are planned for. See P4C planning format. Each class has the minimum of a fortnightly, thirty minute P4C session (ideally weekly, where possible). 
 
Key principles in the implementation of P4C: 
- Develop a culture of philosophical encouragement 
- Engage in regular dialogue about what should be believed, done and valued 
- Foster better reasoning through focused activities and exercises 
- Draw from the web of concepts, themes, questions and answers which have inspired people to philosophise through the ages 
- The role of the facilitator is crucial to ensuring quality dialogue and progress, as well as integration with the curriculum. 
 

The development of a Community of Enquiry: 

1. Present the stimulus 

2. Thinking time (children to time to think of questions and write/draw questions) 

3. Collecting questions 

4. Analysing and selecting questions  

5. Dialogue 



6. Closure and evaluation. Link to 6 C’s.  

 

KS2 classes use ‘P4C Journals’ to develop philosophy and thinking skills.  

Assessment of P4C is mainly through observation (videos / adult notes uploaded to evidence folders on drive) and the use of the KS2 P4C Journals.  Over the next year 

(2020- 2021), pupils will also self-evaluate their thinking against the 6C’s, these will be followed up through learning pokes. 

Each class will have a P4C display area within their classroom to promote thinking skills beyond the community of enquiry and across the curriculum e.g. area to write 

questions on post it notes / on display paper.   

Intended Impact: 
Well-documented positive impact on cognitive development and progress in attainment.  
 
Well-documented positive impact on well-being and emotional development. P4C is a forum to explore children’s interests, ideas, concerns and fears.  
 
Children will have a secure knowledge of what a philosophical enquiry is and what skills are needed to be a successful deeper thinker.  
(The ability to formulate and discuss deeper questions has the impact of deepening understanding.)   
Children will become more self-reliant and systematic thinkers. 
Children will succeed in acquiring and applying key skills and knowledge 
Children will be taught to use and build upon their prior skills and knowledge to deepen and progress their understanding 
Children will have a good knowledge of the key concepts covered across the school 
Children will be confident in applying their knowledge of specific terms through an exposure of rich, relevant vocabulary 
All children will be provided with the opportunity to challenge their understandings, as well as given support where necessary 
Children will apply their knowledge within writing which is for a range of different purposes, contexts and audiences  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 EYFS  

Key Concepts 

Friendship          Love       Justice             Change              Morality (Right/wrong)         Truth 

EYFS Essential Knowledge Essential Skills Additional Skills 

 Know how to complete a statement based on 
each concept: 
A friend ... 
Love is ... 
Fairness is… 
I am … 
The right thing … 
The wrong thing… 
Truth is ... 

Be able to think of a relevant question  
Why is having a friend important?  
How can we show love? 
Why is it unfair to take school toys? 
What characteristics do I have? 
Why is listening the right thing to do?  
Why is hurting others the wrong thing to do? 
What is telling the truth?  

Be able to articulate a question / response 
Having a friend is important because ...  
I show that I love PJ Masks by ... 
It is unfair to take school toys because ... 
I show resilience by ... 
Listening is the right thing to do because...  
Hurting others is wrong because ... 
Telling the truth is important because ...   

 Know what a question is  Be able to listen to others Be able to listen and respond to others 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Help, share, kindness, question, ideas, thoughts, listen, listening, importance / important.  

Friendship, friend, enemy          Love, adore, affection       Justice, fair/unfair             change / different              Morality (Right/wrong)         

Truth, fact, lie 

 

  



 

 Key Stage One  

Key Concepts 

Friendship          Love       Justice             Change          Morality (Right/wrong)             Truth 

Key Stage 1 Essential Knowledge Essential Skills Additional Skills 

 Know the stages of  philosophical enquiry: 

1. Present the stimulus 

2. Thinking time (children to time to 

think of questions and write/draw 

questions) 

3. Collecting questions 

4. Analysing and selecting questions  

5. Dialogue 

6. Closure and evaluation. Link to 6 

C’s.  

 

Be able to think of a deep question 

Is it more important to be liked or 

respected?   

Is it easier to love or be loved?   

 Is justice important if it is not in our 

country?  

Can something change and be the same at 

the same time? 

Can we have right actions without wrong 

actions?   

 

Can we have truth without lies? 

Be able to use key phrases to progress the 

dialogue e.g. I disagree with ... because ... 

 Recognise when a question is open and can 

have many answers 

Why is having a friend important?  
How can we show love? 
Why is it unfair to take school toys? 

Can something change and be the same at 
the same time?? 

Why is listening the right thing to do?  
Why is hurting others the wrong thing to do? 
How do you know when someone is telling the 

truth?  

Be able to listen to others and repeat their 

thoughts in your own words 

Question peers during the dialogue  

Why do you think having one good friend is 
more important than having lots of ‘okay’ 
friends?  
How do you show that you love someone? 
Is it unfair to take school toys if school has lots 
of toys and you have none?. 
How has it changed? 
Is it the wrong thing to not listen if you have 
heard it before?  
Is it always the right thing to tell the truth?  

 Know key phrases to enable participation in 

the enquiry e.g. I think ... because ...  

Be able to respond to others by asking a 

question / agreeing with them / disagreeing 

with them 

Be able to give reasons for your arguments / 

reasoning  



Key 
Vocabulary 

Philosophical question, deep, meaningful, stimuli / stimulus, listen, enquiry, respond, vote, belief, value, concept. 

Friendship, friend, enemy, allie          Love, adore, affection       Justice, just / unjust, guilty / not guilty, fair/unfair             Change / 

different / same / unfamiliar              Morality (Right/wrong), moral / immoral         Truth, fact, lie, real/unreal 

 Key Stage Two  

Key Concepts 

Consciousness          Power         Religion         Freedom       Identity         Change 

 

  



 

Lower Key 
Stage 2 

Essential Knowledge Essential Skills Additional Skills 

 Know when a question is a deep question: 

What does it mean to be conscious?          

How can one be powerful?          

Why is having religion important?           

What does freedom mean?        

Why am I unique?           

Can something change and be the same at 

the same time? 

 

To disagree / agree with others using point / 
example to back up 

I know that I am conscious now because I 

am talking to you and people who are 

unconscious cannot talk.  I disagree 

because sleeptalkers can talk.         

Miss Harris is powerful because she can 

make rules and we must follow them. I 

agree because … However, is Miss Harris as 

powerful as Mr McLay?          

Religion is important because those that 

follow religion always do the right thing. I 

take on board what you are saying but my 

friend Bob is a Buddhist and he rejected my 

kind gift and didn’t show gratitude. 

Showing gratitude is the right thing to do.             

We are free because we are not in jail. I 

agree but are we free to behave however 

we choose?         

I am unique because only i have my 

thoughts. I disagree because we can both 

think about chips. I agree that we can both 

think about chips but my thoughts about 

chips are different to yours. How do you 

know?             

Can something change and be the same at 

the same time? 

 

Able to articulate why a question is a deep question  



 Know all stages of  philosophical enquiry and 

why each stage is important 

Be able to formulate a deep question with 
support 

Know key phrases to facilitate a philosophical 

dialogue e.g. ‘I understand that you are saying … but 

what about if …’ 

 Able to engage in a philosophical dialogue Able to choose a deep question and reason why 

it would be a good line of enquiry 

Be able to respond thoughtfully to others in 

dialogue, giving a series of reasons/examples to back 

up  

Key 
Vocabulary 

Philosophical dialogue, self-reliant thinking, systematic thinking, fundamental, consensus, cause / effect / consequence. 

Consciousness, aware, real / unreal          Power, powerful, influential, rule/ ruled / ruler         Religion, guidance, ‘way of life’/ faith         

Freedom, escape. Confinement, prison       Identity, unique, belief, characteristics/personality         Change , different, unfamiliar, weird, 

unusual 

 

  



 

Upper Key 
Stage 2 

Essential Knowledge Essential Skills Additional Skills 

 Know why a question is a deep / meaningful 

question 

‘What does it mean to be conscious?’ is a 

deep question because it explores the 

concept of consciousness. You require 

conscious thoughts to explore 

consciousness.           

If you abuse your powerful position, are 

you still powerful?          

Can we have religion without piety?           

What does freedom mean?        

Why am I unique?           

Can something change and be the same at 

the same time? 

 

Be able to give examples from differing 

viewpoints 

Change is necessary because ... 

Able to facilitate a philosophical dialogue;  including 

all participants and asking questions to deepen 

thinking  

 Know how a philosophical dialogue develops 

and the instrumental value of each stage   

Be able to formulate a few deep questions and 
negotiate with others which line of enquiry to 
follow: 
 
 
 

Able to articulate why each stage of enquiry is 
important for that particular dialogue 

 Know how to develop thinking and extend 
thought processes  

Be able to write a balanced argument Be able to write and present a balanced argument 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Articulate, for/against, reason / reasoning, systematic thinking, negotiation, focused dialogue, contradiction, categorise, interpretation, assumption / 
presupposition, speculate, philosophical dimension, ethical, political.    

Consciousness / unconsciousness, subliminal, sensory awareness/sensation, perception         Power, authority, persecution, influence / 

influential, control        Religion, worship, superhuman being, science, piety/pious         Freedom, power/ rights, enslaved/imprisoned, free 

from constraints/constrained       Identity, memories, psychology, unique         change, different, unusual, weird, unfamiliar, same 

 

 


